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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TSPA, AR 

SUBJECT: VANGUARD OPERATIONS 

REF: BA 7187, KREBS/MORRIS (NASA) TELCON OCT 2 

1. POR REASONS WHICH POLLOW, EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BELIEVE 
THERE IS NO PEASIBLE ALTERNATIVE TO RETENTION OP PRESENT 
MODE OF OPERATIONS IN CURRENT SITUATION. 

2. PRESENT AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH VANGUARD OPERATES HERE 
SPECIPIES PORT OP MAR DEL PLATA. ANY CHANGE IN SITE WOULD 
REQUIRE NEW AGREEMENT, NEGOTIATION OP WHICH WOULD CERTAINLY 
REQUIRE SEVERAL WEEKS AT LEAST. MOREOVER, NAVAL AUTHORITIES WITH 
WHOM NEW ARRANGEMENTS WOULD HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED, TAKE VIEW 
BASED ON THEIR OWN INTELLIGENCE REPORTS THAT PRESENT THREAT 
DOES NOT INDICATE ANY CHANGE NECESSARY. THEY ARE IN A 

POSITION BY NATURE OP INTELLIGENCE SOURCES TO HAVE ADVANCE 
KNOWLEDGE OP ANY CHANGE IN NATURE OP THREAT. SHOULD PUTURE 
INPORMATION INDICATE BROADER THREAT, THEY WOULD WANT TO 
COOPERATE FULLY TO AVOID RISK SINCE IT IS IN THEIR INTEREST 
NOT TO HAVE ANY INCIDENT OCCUR. 

3. POLITICALLY, REQUEST POR NEW ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE ILL- 
ADVISED. GOA SECURITY COOPERATION HAS BEEN ALL WE CAN 
REASONABLY EXPECT AND REQUEST FOR CHANGE WOULD CERTAINLY 
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THEIR ABILITY TO ACCURATELY ASSESS AND CONTROL SITUATION. 

IT WOULD BE PARTICULARLY IRRITATING TO ARGENTINE NAVY, WHICH 
HAS PRINCIPAL SECURITY ROLE FOR VANGUARD, SINCE THEY PROVIDED 
US WITH INFORMATION ON THREAT TO THIELE. 

4. LOGISTICALLY, A CHANGE WOULD OPEN UP A HOST OF QUESTIONS 
NOT EASILY RESOLVED. BERTHING SPACE ELSEWHERE IS EXTREMELY 
LIMITED. EMBASSY IS STRONGLY OF OPINION THAT BUENOS AIRES 
SHOULD NOT EVEN BE CONSIDERED BECAUSE SECURITY THREAT HERE 
WOULD BE MANY TIMES GREATER THAN IN MAR DEL PLATA. USE OF 
OTHER PORTS WOULD INVOLVE EITHER COMMERCIAL OR NAVAL DOCK 
SPACE, WITH RESULTANT UNCERTAINTIES OF ACCESS AT ANY PARTICULAR 
TIME. NEW FUELING ARRANGEMENTS AND ACQUISITION OF DOCK SPACE 
FOR RESUPPLY ELSEWHERE, AS WELL AS SHIP CHANDLERING AND AGENT 
SERVICES, WOULD HAVE TO BE RE-EXPLORED AND RE-NEGOTIATED, 
ASSUMING THEY ARE AVAILABLE. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO PROPOSED TOTAL OPERATION AT SEA, ENDING 
ROTATION OF CREW AND SENDING FAMILIES BACK TO US, THIS, LIKE 
CHANGE IN PORT, IN EFFECT WOULD BE POLITICALLY UNWISE SINCE IT 
WOULD IMPUGN JUDGMENT OF NAVAL AUTHORITIES WITH RESPECT TO 
SERIOUSNESS OF THE THREAT. IT WOULD ALSO HAVE ADVERSE AND 
UNNECESSARY ECONOMIC IMPACT ON HOST CITY OF MAR DEL PLATA, 
BESIDES RAISING SERIOUS PUBLIC-RELATIONS PROBLEMS IN 
EXPLAINING MOTIVE FOR CHANGE. 

6. THIELE AND MASSA DEPARTING BRANIFF 978 EVENING OCT 3, ARRIVING 
WASHINGTON VIA BEGIN UNDERLINE NATIONAL 100 1030 HOURS END 
UNDERLINE OCT 4. 
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